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 “Serving the South Loup River Valley”

As the days counted down to
Barb Peterson’s retirement
from Arnold’s branch of Pinna-
cle Bank, a “Plan B” went into
motion. Due to COVID-19, the
traditional open house featur-

ing cake and a long line of cus-
tomers wishing her all the best
couldn’t happen. Instead, the
bank requested a card shower,
and secretly spread the word
for everyone to meet in their
cars at the community center,
form a line, and honk and
wave, as they drove by the

Flowers for a lovely lady... Long-time employee Barb Peterson re-
tired last Friday from Arnold’s Pinnacle Bank.
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bank.
For over three decades, cus-

tomers at Arnold’s Pinnacle
Bank could always count on a
smile, greeting and profes-
sional service from Barb, who
has served as a retail banking
assistant. She started at the
bank in December of 1988 after
Arnold State Bank sold and be-
came Farmers State Bank.

“My job involves a lot of differ-
ent tasks, but I feel customer
service is the most important
duty. Making sure customers’
banking needs are being met
and any problems are resolved
as quickly as possible or find-
ing answers to their questions
is top priority,” she said.

Since she started, Barb said
the biggest change she has seen
would be in technology. When
she started, all tellers worked
out of one cash drawer  with
one computer at the teller line.
Now each teller has their own
computer, cash drawer and
teller printer. Opening an ac-
count meant using a typewriter
to type up a signature card and
have the customer sign after
marking a few boxes for ac-
count type and ownership.
Now, it is a process to gather all
the needed ID information and
input it into the system for ver-
ification and acceptance.

While many people go from
job to job during their working
years, Barb chose to stay.

Barb Peterson Retires From Bank
After Over 30 Years of Service

Mike Nelson can’t stress
enough the importance of
using sunscreen - even on your
head.

Mike, who is 43 years old and
has lived in Arnold since 1998,
was recently diagnosed with
Metastatic Melanoma. Tests re-
vealed that the cancer is at
Stage 4 and has spread into the
brain, liver, spine and lungs.

“It started as melanoma on
my scalp. It was very hard to de-
tect as hair hides it until it gets
large enough to feel. My back
started hurting and even after
going to the chiropractor, it did-
n’t get better. I was losing a lit-
tle weight, but I never weigh
myself, so it wasn’t immedi-
ately noticed. Given where the
melanoma is, I don’t know if I
could have spotted it earlier,”
he said.

Tumors on his brain caused a
seizure that affected his left
arm. Last week, he was under-
going radiation treatments to
the brain to reduce the pres-
sure from those tumors. This
week, he will start chemo with
two different types of pills.
Since his diagnosis, he has
been unable to work due to hos-
pitalizations, appointments
and being very weak.

COVID-19 has made going

through this battle with cancer
even more difficult for Mike;
his wife of 21 years, Kendra;
and their two kids, Jasmine,
who is 21 and will be a senior at
UN-L and Dylan, 18, who is a
senior at Arnold High.

“It is so hard for me and
Kendra as she cannot go into
any of the hospitals or to doc-
tor’s appointments with me.
Hearing this news alone and
then having to tell her was very
hard. It is hard on everyone -
even the health care people
who have to see families suffer-
ing more because of COVID-
19,” he said.

As far as seeing his son grad-
uate, Mike said he is hoping all
the kids get the recognition
they deserve.

“They have all spent 13 years
getting to this point and this is
stressful for everyone,” he said.

Mike serves his community
and other organizations
through his involvement with
the Devil’s Den Bike Rally. After
playing drums in his own and
other bands for about 19 years,
he was the perfect choice to
find bands for the event. He has
served as president of the rally
since the third year and said
the support from the commu-
nity has really grown over the
years.

“The rally would not happen
without that and our small, but
hard working board members,”

he said. 
Rally board members are

showing their support for Mike
and his family by selling Devil’s
Den #TEAM Mike t-shirts that
includes an imprint of the
much sought-after devil face
logo. Their slogan is “Together
we rally!” 

Mike said people want t-shirts
every year, but they are only
made for staff. Both he and
Kendra were honored that
rally organizers chose that de-
sign.

“This journey we are on is so
emotional and the hardest
thing we have ever faced,” said
Mike. Kendra and I have always
had a very strong relationship,
but this has brought us even
closer. It is very hard for Jas-
mine and Dylan to deal with on
top of the crazy uncertain
times we are all dealing with
due to COVID-19. We are so
grateful for the prayers, love
and support we are getting
from the community, our
friends and families. We are so

blessed to have the bosses and
co-workers that we have from
Reed’s Food Center and
Kinkaider Brewing Company.
Their support and understand-
ing during this time has been
so much more than anyone has
a right to ask for. We’re not sure
if this curable, but hopefully
treatable. Miracles do happen.
We are taking it day by day.”

For more information on how
to order a t-shirt, go to the
Devil’s Den Bike Rally Face-
book page and click on the link.

A flash in a pan. In just a short
time, this program was created,
launched and it created an
overwhelming wave of support
for local businesses. And, due
to work done ahead of time,
we’re able to illuminate just
how much good was done
through this program. 

In total, $300,000 has been
channeled from CEDC, their
sponsors and the people, into
the businesses that have been
negatively impacted by the Di-
rected Health Measures by the

Mike Nelson (far right) with family (from left) Kendra, Dylan and Jasmine, are going through the tough-
est battle of their lives, as Mike undergoes treatment for Stage 4 Metastatic Melanoma.
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#TEAM Mike
Community rallys behind Mike Nelson
and family as he battles melanoma.
By Janet Larreau

A break-down of how communities benefitted from the 4 County
Cash Back Program.

4 County Cash Back -
By the Numbers

Governor. But that’s not the
final number. That $300,000 al-
lows businesses to keep paying
their employees, to operate
their business and to continue
giving back as they always do.
Those dollars will continue to
circulate in the community an
additional 3-5 times. That im-
pact is much greater than face
value.

The program was not re-
served for Custer County resi-
dents and it’s shown by the

sales that were injected from
outside the county. From Cali-
fornia to Pennsylvania and
from Texas to North Dakota,
over $10,000 was purchased by
people outside of our county ju-
risdiction to support local busi-
ness. That’s a gem of a statistic.

All communities in Custer
County are resilient. Nothing il-
lustrates that better than show-
ing how each community
funneled these dollars into
their businesses. It wasn’t a
competition. Custer County is

Continued on page 2.

Arnold benefits $32,250 from program

By Janet Larreau

Continued on page 2.


