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Jessie "Lois" Williams
was born to Frank (Dick)
and Hazel (Sargent) Wit-
combe in Quimby, Iowa,
on May 9, 1927.  Lois de-
parted this life and en-
tered into heaven on May
16, 2021, at Hilltop Es-
tates in Gothenburg, Ne-
braska.  Lois' dad came to
the United States from
Wales as a young boy, Lois
was very proud of her
Welsh heritage.

Lois grew up in a musi-
cal family, her dad being
their "agent".  Her dad
would drive her and her
two brothers, Paul and
Wayne to Yankton, South
Dakota, on the weekends
to sing on the radio sta-
tion WMAX - known as
"Dick and The Outlaws".
Lois learned how to sing
alto, play the piano, saxo-
phone and violin.  The
family attended and Lois
was baptized in the Chris-
tian Church.

During her school years
her family lived above the
fire station, which also
housed the jail cells.  The
kids had strict instruc-
tions to use the back stair-
way if there were jail
occupants.

Lois attended school
and graduated from Wil-
son High School in Chero-
kee, Iowa.  She had a job
at the public library
throughout her high
school years.  After high
school she attended
South Dakota Bible Col-
lege and then transferred
to Minneapolis Bible Col-
lege where she met her
future husband, Encil
Williams.  Encil and Lois
were married on June 22,
1947, at Cherokee, Iowa,
during a flood.  The
young couple lived in
Cherokee for a short time
before moving to Encil's
parents' farm south of
Lyman, Nebraska.  They
eventually bought a farm
outside of Torrington,
Wyoming, and resided
there for a few years be-
fore selling it and moving
to town.

Lois was a natural
homemaker.  She lived
her life serving her fam-
ily, church, community
and others.  Her baking
was second to none. She
baked bread weekly and
grandkids, family and
friends looked forward to
her famous cinnamon
rolls.  She loved to
can...everything.  Lois
raised a large garden, in-
cluding zucchini, which
she made muffins with.
One grandson confessed
that is the only way he
will ever eat zucchini.
Lois loved flowers and
growing them wherever
she could find space.  She

loved bed sheets dried on
a clothesline, rocking and
humming babies to sleep,
listening to Rollie play the
piano, sharing little jokes
and scrapbooking with
her grandkids.  She al-
ways had time to talk and
listen to her grandkids.
She loved to hear their
stories.  She never lost her
sense of wonder and
amazement of small
things or her sense of
humor.  

Lois was always up for
an adventure whether it
was camping, hunting,
fishing, or going to garage
sales with her sister Betty.
Her yearly trips to Iowa to
see her brother Wayne
and sister Betty and fami-
lies were a highlight for
her.  Lois loved to sew and
crochet.  She completed
many quilts, afghans and
matching outfits for
Christie and Diana,
which they tolerated.  She
was known to create
swing choir dresses
overnight, when there
was a lack of communica-
tion.

Lois taught VBS for
years and was an active
part of the churches she
attended.  Her faith in
God was very important
to her.  After her children
moved out, Lois dusted
off her violin and began
playing for church and
joined a local band "The
Country Ramblers" who
played around the area
for various functions.  

Encil and Lois moved to
Cozad, Nebraska, to be
near their children and
grandchildren.  This
move allowed them to at-
tend their grandchil-
dren's school events. They
became members of the
Cozad Christian Church
where Lois attended the
women's missionary cir-
cle.

Encil preceded Lois in
death in 2013.  Due to de-
clining health Lois moved
into Hilltop Estates in
Gothenburg, Nebraska.
Lois kept her sense of
humor and quick wit,
which endeared her to
the staff at Hilltop Es-
tates.  We would like to
thank Hilltop Estates for
their love and care of our
mom.

Preceding Lois in death
are her husband, Encil;
parents Frank and Hazel
Witcombe; foster son
Richard Williams; infant
son, infant daughter;
brother and sister- in-law
Paul and Donna Wit-
combe; sister- in -law De-
maris Witcombe; brother-
in- law and sister- in-law
Maurice and Evelyn
"Betsy" Williams; nephew
Bill Williams.

Lois is survived and
missed by son Roland
(Linda) Williams of
Cozad; daughter Christie
(Terry) Weinberg of Kear-
ney; Diana (Neil) Cole-
man of Arnold; 13
grandchildren Abby
(Jake) Frost; Jessy
Williams; Aaron (Cheryl)
Weinberg; Joshua (Rachel)
Weinberg, Rebecca (Matt)
Davis; Nathan Aguallo;
Casey (Lauren) Derr;
Thomas Derr; Candi
(Scott) Tucker; Kerri
(Brandon) Owens;
Christina (Jeff) Johns; and
Logan Coleman; six foster
grandchildren; and 23
great -grandchi ldren,
along with numerous fos-
ter great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were
held at Cozad Christian
Church, Cozad, Nebraska,
Thursday, May 20, 2021,
at 11:00 a.m. Burial was
held Friday, May 21, 2021,
at Sunset Memorial Park,
Scottsbluff, Nebraska.

Memorials may be sent
to the family for later des-
ignation.

Obituaries

Jessie “Lois” Williams
1927-2021

Ashton Weinman
Ashton Weinman of

Arnold earned a place on
the dean’s list for the
spring 2021 semester at
the University of Ne-
braska at Kearney. Stu-
dents who are on the
dean’s list must have
completed 12 credit
hours or more of classes
with a 3.5 grade-point av-
erage or better on a 4.0
scale. 

Ashton is the daughter
of Darren and Tammy
Weinman.

College Notes

Riverview Apartments
By Dolores Weber
Sentinel correspondent

This week has been in-
teresting because of the
weather and how we view
each day.  In talking with
Ann Seda, she reported
the following activities:
Cyd Miller visited her the
first of the week and they
had a good time just talk-
ing. On Wednesday, she
received a call from Mar-
garet who said she is visit-
ing with her cousin in
Oregon and they are hav-
ing fun. We are so pleased
that Margaret took this
opportunity to go, but
anxious to have her re-
turn safely.  She is missed.

Friday after Bible Study,
Donna Shaner and Betty
Johnson stopped in for a
visit. Then, Hydi Beau-
mont (Ann’s granddaugh-
ter) stopped in to visit and
she brought Kadance
True (Ann’s great-grand-
daughter) and they spent
the afternoon. Later in
the afternoon,  Sue
Walker stopped in bring-
ing Ann some “yum
yums.” On Saturday, Mo
Sanford and Jerry Potter
from Texas visited Ann.

The 7:00 p.m. card play-
ing group has met most
evenings with Ellen Crisp
joining the group.  Those
involved are Genevieve
Collier, Ann Seda and Do-
lores Weber, along with
Ellen.  Lots of laughter is
heard from the social
room.  Everyone says, “It
beats watching TV.”

Randy Miller is looking
for an inexpensive old 4-
wheeler.  Contact him if
you know of one.  He has
been riding his bike now
that the weather is good.
He does three laps
around the state park.

Some of us need to get
out and walk while he
bikes it.  We are all inter-
ested in building our
health.

Matt, Jess, Bridger and
Kimber visited Mike and
Marcy Lucas over the
weekend.   Grandpa and
grandma helped Kimber
celebrate her 1st birthday.
And may she have many
more!  Happy birthday,
Kimber!

Lois Johnson and Do-
lores Weber went to
North Platte for a doctor’s
appointment and stopped
in to visit Dave and
Marlys Weber briefly on
Friday.  They had lunch at
Marguarete’s and they
visited the Christian book
store for some special
items.  An hour later, they
noticed their purses were
somewhat lighter. 

Dolores Weber enjoyed a
wonderful experience on

Wednesday.  She treated
herself to a pedicure and
manicure at Nails for
Starz.  She hadn’t had one
since her wedding prepa-
ration.  Wow 60+ years
ago.  Barb gave her the
works. Ladies, be adven-
turous – give yourself a
treat.  I’m sure you de-
serve it…

Genevieve Collier had
coffee Sunday with Sam
Connell and daughter,
Sandy.  They had a great
visit.

Lois, Sue and Dolores
had lunch Sunday after
Church at the Mighty
Mart.  There was good
food and good company
to share the experience.

There are many people
with needs for prayer.
Take time to remember
them and reach out with
concern for others.  God
bless you with a great
week.

 A.
 H.
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 OPEN HOUSE
 1960 Arnold High School 

 Alumni and friends are invited 
 to drop by to catch up on the

  last 61!! years.

 Roger (‘57) and Sulin (‘60) 
 Best’s home 

 509 South Carroll Street

 May 29, 2021
 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

 and after Alumni Program
 8:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Maxine Iona Reynolds,
age 93, of North Platte,
Nebraska, went to be with
the Lord on May 20, 2021.

Funeral services were
held Tuesday, May 25,
2021, at 3:00 p.m., at the
Baptist Church in Arnold,
Nebraska, with Pastor Irv
Jennings officiating. Bur-
ial was in the Loup Valley
Cemetery west of Staple-
ton, Nebraska. Memorials
are suggested to Finch
Memorial Library or
Loup Valley Cemetery. 

Govier Brothers Mortu-
ary of Arnold-Broken
Bow-Mullen are in charge
of arrangements. An on-
line guest book may be
signed at www.govier-
brothers.com. 

Maxine was born on
April 5, 1928, in Logan
County, to Jesse Dewey
Main and Anna Alvirda
(Beam) Main. She was
raised on the family farm
west of Stapleton.  At the
age of ten her mother
passed away and she and
her siblings were raised
by their Dad learning life
skills from him.

She attended Nesbit
Rural Grade School and
graduated from Baker
Rural High School in Sta-
pleton with the class of
1945.

On September 28, 1948,
she married John Edward
Reynolds in Raton, New
Mexico.  They had four
children, Delma, Beverly,
Eddie, and Polly.

They lived south of Sta-
pleton and north of
Arnold on the Hagler
Ranch for the first years

and worked for John’s
parents. They then
moved to Dunning and
lived on the McGooden
Ranch for several years.
When they left there, they
moved north of Whitman
to the Coble Ranch.  In
1962 they moved to
Arnold and purchased
the Arnold Motor Court
from John’s parents.
Maxine managed the
Motor Court for the next
33 years until selling it in
1995. John and Maxine
enjoyed square dancing
until his health prevented
the activity.

Maxine taught herself to
be a talented seamstress,
making her family’s
clothes, and many pep
club uniforms for the
years her daughters were
in school.  She was a 4-H
leader, FHA Chapter
Mother, and a member of
the American Legion Aux-
iliary.   She was a faithful
member of the First Bap-
tist Church in Arnold.  

During her retired
years,  she enjoyed read-
ing and quilting, making
sure that each of her chil-
dren and grandchildren
had a quilt and that each
great-grandchild had a
baby quilt.  She also made
her sisters each a quilt
and assisted with many at
the church.

In 2013 she moved to
Autumn Park in North
Platte to be near her sis-
ters. In 2018 she moved to
Linden Estates Assisted
Living.

Maxine is survived by
her children, Delma

Doggett, Beverly (Ray)
Williams, Ed (Sidney)
Reynolds and Polly
(Jamie) Hays. Grandchil-
dren: Cari Brizendine,
Billie (Trey) Park, Ryan
(Shayne) Williams, Paige
(Cody) Cook, Ashley
(Shane) Helseth, Tyler
Reynolds, Christopher
Hays, Nathan Hays, and
Erin (Trevor) Zelinski,
Great -grandchildren:
Layne (Morgan) Brizen-
dine, Jayce Brizendine
and Rayna McLaughlin,
Tracer, Trenton and
Trevin Park, Bradie
Williams, Royce, Parker
and Waylon Cook, Corey
and Dylan Helseth and
Thatcher Zelinski.  Great
great-grandsons: Braxton
and Kayson Brizendine.
She is also survived by
one sister, Eilene James
McKinney; one brother-
in-law, Bill Fanter; and
numerous nieces,
nephews, and many sup-
portive friends.

She was preceded in
death by her parents, her
husband John, her par-
ents-in-law, one brother
and two sisters.

Maxine Iona Reynolds
1928-2021

Joining Grandma and
Grandpa Bierman on
Monday evening were
Blake, Olivia, Clara and
Harrison. Joining them
all and bringing them
supper were Merle,
Leron, Paxton, Lyla, Mav-
erick, Jack, Waylon and
Rosilyn. Tuesday evening
callers on Roger and Rose
were Merle, Leron, Lyla,
Maverick, Jack, Rosilyn,
Blake, Olivia and Clara.

Rose, Leron, Waylon and
Deb Hall attended the ele-
mentary awards held
Wednesday morning at
the school. Joining
Grandma and Grandpa
Bierman afterwards and
spending the day were

Upper Finchville
By Rose Bierman
Sentinel correspondent

Brook, Walter, Emma and
Ava. Evening company
was  Olivia, Clara and
Harrison. Staying
overnight at Grandma
and Grandpa’s were
Emma and Ava. Spending
Thursday morning were
Emma and Ava. Spending
that afternoon were Pax-
ton, Maverick, Jack, Way-
lon and Rosilyn. Evening
callers were Blake, Olivia,
Clara and Harrison.
Spending the night at
Grandma and Grandpa’s
were Maverick and
Olivia. Spending the day
Friday were Paxton, Mav-
erick, Jack, Waylon, Rosi-
lyn and Olivia. Evening
callers on them all were
Merle, Leron, Blake, Clara
and Harrison. 

1941: Bobbie Smith, the only remaining member, will be at the honored
table.

1950: Meet in Room 6 at school, 2:00 p.m.
1951: Only one member from the class - Margie Thompson Ruder - is ex-

pected. She will be at the honored table.
1960: Meet at home of Roger and Sulin Harter Best, 509 South Carroll, 10:00

a.m. to 4:00 p.m., and following Alumni program.
1961: Contact Joyce Halstead Howe at 402-489-6119.
1970: Meet at American Legion Hall, 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
1971: Meet in Room 7 at the school at 2:00 p.m.
1980 and 1981: Meet at Jake’s Grille on Friday, May 28, at 6:00 p.m., Satur-

day, May 29, at 2:00 p.m., and following Alumni program.
Plans for other honored classes are unknown. Contact a class member for

information.

Honored Class Reunions

Moving?
Notify The Sentinel of

any changes to 
your address

by phone or e-mail.

Tallin Church will have
V.B.S. June 7-10 from 6:00-
8:30 p.m.  The theme is
“Jesus, Name Above All
Names.” Families can pre-
register by contacting Pas-
tor Lee Wonch at
dlwonch@gpcom.net, call,
text, or leave a message
on his cell at (308) 636-
6268. Please indicate
names, age/grade of kids.
It is hoped to have an
adult class as well. Tallin
Church is located two
miles west of Junction
40/47.

Tallin Church
will hold V.B.S.


