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So, we did a thing...

Two familiar faces partner up to purchase the Sentinel

On October 1, 2022, Janet Lar-
reau and Debbie Connelly offi-
cially became owners and
publishers of The Arnold Sen-
tinel, purchasing the weekly
newspaper from Lacy Mec-
Carthy.

“Lacy has owned the paper for
the past six years and kept it
local. She offered it to one, or
both of us, and we felt that a
partnership was best, because
we consider ourselves equals.
We wanted to continue to keep
the paper local into the future,
as long as we can. This commu-
nity is known for being pro-
gressive and supportive of each
other. We have faith in that and
in our many loyal subscribers
both near and far,” said Janet.
“It wasn’t a decision we made
lightly. Many newspapers -
large and small - are going out
of business, but there are hun-
dreds of people who want to
stay connected to Arnold and
its people. One of our out-of-
state subscribers renewed for
six years in one shot. They have
faith in us. How do you say no
to that? We have both seen so
many needs in the community
met because of the newspa-
per’s coverage. We know the
impact that it has on the town,
its organizations, businesses,
and the school.”

The new partners will con-
tinue to operate out of the
beautifully restored building
that Lacy and Rob McCarthy
will retain ownership of. The
business will continue as usual,
including offering design serv-
ices, large and small print jobs,
printed stationary, and office
supplies.

A Perfect Match

When the time came to make
the announcement in the news-
paper, Debbie, a Millennial,
came up with the main head-
line, and Baby Boomer Janet
thought up the sub-heading.
It’'s how they have worked to-
gether for the past four years,
sharing ideas and responsibili-
ties to put out the weekly paper.

For those not in the know, the
chill phrase ‘So, we did a
thing...’ is used by Millennials
to make an announcement on
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Reporting Today’s News - Preserving Tomorrow’s Memories
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Janet Larreau (left) and Debbie Connelly (right) became the new owners of The Arnold Sentinel effective October 1.

social media. For Janet, who
has been a familiar face in the
Sentinel since going to work for
Bill and Helen Crosland way
back in the 80s, the sub-head-
ing made sense. Both women
are now familiar faces both in
the office and when they are
out in the community.

“The two generations are a
perfect match,” said Janet.
“Debbie has a 10-year-old in the
Arnold School system, so she is
connected with who all the kids
are and all that is happening
there, like I used to be when my
daughter was in school. She is
on top of social media, where
we sometimes find ideas for
full feature stories. I dabble in

it. 'm more connected with the
alumni and have the editorial
and writing experience in the
community.”

Janet’s title will be managing
editor and Debbie’s will be of-
fice manager.

“After she was hired, Debbie
brought a lot of energy into the
office and learned quickly. She
has the perfect personality for
the newspaper business. She is
loyal, pays attention to detail,
and never puts things off - you
really can’t here. It’s fun watch-
ing her multi-task very effi-
ciently. I've taught her, but at
the same time she has taught
me easier ways to do things,”
said Janet.

“I like to work smarter, rather
than harder. As long as the
work gets done correctly, it
doesn’t matter how you do it,”
said Debbie. “I've learned a lot
from Janet with my social
skills. We (Millennials) don’t
have very many social skills. I
listened to her talking to people
and when she was on the
phone. I had to learn to use a
landline and wondered why we
had phone books. I still wonder
why, although I have found my-
self using one. What we have is
rare. There are not many
Boomers and Millennials that
can work together. We are now
business partners. How awe-
some is that?”

“Many newspa-
pers - large and
small - are going
out of business,
but there are
hundreds of peo-
ple who want to
stay connected
to Arnold and its
people.”

- Janet Larreau
The Arnold Sentinel
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An excited group was touring Arnold last Tuesday morning as part of the Imagine Rotary Impact Tour. Pictured are: (back, I-r) Jeremy
Clingenpeel, Barbara Bartle of Lincoln, Rotary District 5650 Governor; Bob Bartle of Lincoln, Rotary District 14; Kelli Blevins, Arnold Rotary
member; Ron Cool, Arnold Rotary President; Roger Best, Arnold Rotary member; and (front) Deb McCaslin, Rotary 5630 District Governor.

Local Club Hosts Imagine Rotary Impact Tour

By Janet Larreau

The Imagine Rotary Impact
Tour made a stop in Arnold on
September 27, bringing two
district governors who took a
guided tour, viewing all the
projects the local club has com-
pleted, or is in the process of

completing, in the past few
years.

Part of the day’s schedule was
a luncheon served at BrewBak-
ers, where some 20 Rotarians
and community leaders joined
together. Arnold Junior De-
laney Rogers spoke briefly
about plans to start a commu-
nity-based, school endorsed, In-
teract Club, which is a Rotary

Club for high school students.

After the tour, Deb McCaslin,
District 5630 Governor, said the
Arnold Club is a wonderful
body of people who exemplify
Rotary’s motto of “Service
Above Self.”

“Club President Ron Cool or-
ganized a tour of the commu-
nity focusing on Rotary
projects that absolutely blew

me away,” said McCaslin. “I
knew the community housed a
great club, but I had no idea of
the extent of their projects
from helping fund a Pickle Ball
Court to historic signage, from
the handicap dock at the lake to
planting new trees in the ceme-
tery. They helped fundraiser
for the theater and at the lake,

See Rotary Tour, Page 2.

“I had no idea
of the extent
of (Arnold
Rotary’s)
projects.”

- Deb McCaslin

Rotary District 5630
Governor - following
Imagine Tour in Arnold

Wildfire
Causes Major
Devastation at
Halsey Forest
and Camp

The Arnold Fire Department
responded to a mutual aid call
to help battle a wild fire at the
Halsey National Forrest on Sun-
day, October 2. Department
members were paged at 3:30
p.m. and didn’t arrive back at
the fire hall until 6:30 a.m. on
Monday.

According to reports, the
BoveeFire started on Sunday af-
ternoon, moving north, and
jumping past Highway 2. As of
Monday morning, 15,000 acres
had burned and was not con-
tained.

The forest fire caused major
devastation at the camp. The
Eppley lodge, as well as the
cabin area were a complete
loss. The only structure remain-
ing was the staff house. The
Scott Lookout Tower was de-
stroyed. The Charles E. Bessey
Tree Nursery and CCC Camp-
ground were saved.

The campgrounds were evac-
uated, as was the Village of
Halsey.

The fire was likely human
caused and was under investi-
gation.



