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 “Serving the South Loup River Valley”

Fire Chief Andrew Tickle swears in new members, Dalton Swopes and Amanda Wehnes, after com-
pleting their probation period, at the annual supper and awards banquet on February 24.

2022 AVFD award winners (from left): EMT of the Year Tammy Weinman, Fireman of the Year Robbi
Smith, Runner-Up Fireman of the Year Gregg Tickle, Runner-Up EMT of the Year Cassy DeLosh.

The Arnold Volunteer Fire De-
partment held its annual sup-
per and awards banquet on
Friday, February 24, at the
American Legion Hall.  Fire de-
partment members and their
spouses/guest were in atten-
dance. Other special guest were
rural board member Larry
Ross and retired members,
Shelley Smith, Mike Gunther
and his wife Barb Gunther, and
Nancy Cool and her husband
Ron Cool.  

The excellent meal was pro-
vided by Casey and Nicole
Cozad.  The junior class helped
serve the meal. 

This year's speaker was Mike
Bailey, paramedic and EMS in-
structor from Ansley, and his
wife Laura accompanied him.
Mike gave a motivating presen-
tation about being the best in
your field of EMS, taking care
of each other and promoting
the organization.

Awards for 2022 were pre-
sented to Tammy Weinman
EMT of the Year, Robbi Smith

Fireman of the Year, Gregg
Tickle Runner Up Fireman of
the Year, and Cassy DeLosh
Runner Up EMT of the Year.
Years of Service pins were
given to Cam Meyer 5 years,
Brock Dailey 20 years, Tom
Dennis 30 years and Susan Nel-
son 35 years. 

A swearing in ceremony was
held for new members, Dalton
Swopes and Amanda Wehnes,
after completing their proba-
tion period.  Amanda will also
be completing her EMT class in
May. 

Tammy Weinman was pre-
sented with an EMT bag for her
efforts in writing and receiving
grants for the department for a
powerload cot, 12 Lead and
Lucas device. Andrew Tickle
also thanked the rural board
for helping fund what the
grants do not cover on the new
equipment and always allow-
ing the department to have the
equipment needed to be the
best in our field and for our
community.

AVFD Presents Annual Awards
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ARNOLD, Nebraska (March 2,
2023) — The community is in-
vited to roll up a sleeve and an-
swer the call for patients in
need by donating blood on
Monday, March 13, 2023, from
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the
Arnold Community Center.
Blood donors are lifesaving he-
roes. At this special blood drive,
they also have the chance to
help high school seniors earn
scholarships through the Amer-
ican Red Cross High School
Scholarship Program.

This program is available to
high schools that schedule at
least one Red Cross blood drive
during the school year. Scholar-
ships are awarded to students
that demonstrate leadership in
the coordination of blood
drives for their high school’s

Spring 
Forward

Residents are reminded to set
their clocks ahead one hour be-
fore going to bed on Saturday
night. Daylight Savings Time
begins at 2:00 a.m. on Sunday,
March 12.

For as long as he can remem-
ber, Arnold freshman Eli
Rogers has loved Dolly Parton.
Her music, her rags-to-riches
story, and especially her phi-
lanthropy and giving heart. So
when he decided to bring the
opportunities of Dolly Parton’s
Imagination Library (DPIL) to
Custer County children, it was
an easy project for the commu-
nity to get behind.

“It just looked like such a
great program,” said Rogers. “I
said ‘Heck!’ I can support
Custer County and Dolly Par-
ton!”

The Dolly Parton Imagination
Library is a literary foundation
that provides age-appropriate
books at no cost to children
ages 5 and younger in areas
where there is a local sponsor-
ing group. The foundation pays
for half of the price of the
books and postage for each
child, and the local sponsoring
group pays the other half. For
$50 a year, children in a quali-
fied area can receive 12 age-ap-
propriate books each year, or
one book a month. Through
the Dolly Parton Imagination
Library, more than one million
books are sent to children in
the United States, Canada, Aus-
tralia, Ireland, and the United
Kingdom.

Rogers is a member of the
Central Nebraska Interact
Club, a Rotary organization for
youth. He solicited the help of
Interact sponsor Nicole Badg-
ley and Rotary member Becky
Dailey to get the ball rolling.
His first task was to contact the
Dolly Parton Imagination Li-
brary to start the application
process for becoming a local
sponsor group. 

Arnold Freshman Determined to Bring 
Dolly Parton Imagination Library to Custer County

Eli Rogers, who has been working with the Rotary Interact group to bring the Dolly Parton Imagination
Station to Custer County, holds a presentation check made out for $656.00 - the amount raised during
“Break The Rules Day” at Arnold Public Schools. The Junior Honor Society 9th grade group organized
the fundraiser to benefit the station.
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By Amanda Wehnes
Local sponsor groups need to

have a 501(c)(3) registered non-
profit status established or
have an existing group partner
with them, they must have a
bank account and keep finan-
cial records, provide funds for
the project, and provide the
marketing and communica-
tions associated. It took quite a
bit of persistence from Rogers
to convince the Dolly Parton
Imagination Library that a 15-
year-old student could and
would commit to this large of a
project.

“Eli really wanted to get this
set up for every little person in
Custer county.  He was disap-
pointed that Custer County was
not on the list for parents to
sign up their kids,” said Badg-
ley. “He wanted our youngest
kids to enjoy reading through
the excitement of receiving a
book every month to read with
their parents.”

The next step to becoming a
local sponsor group is to secure
funding for the project. In
order to be able to provide the
opportunity for the free books
for all children of Custer
County, Rogers estimated he
would need at least $5,000 for
the first few years. The end goal
for the project would be to raise
$15,000 and be able to fund
books for multiple years.

“I would like to raise enough
money to give books to all the
kids in Custer County,” said
Rogers. “I don’t know if it will
be in one year, three years, or
more.”

Fundraising efforts for the
project have been underway for
more than a month and they’ve
already raised about $5,000 -
just short of their first goal. Just
last week, the National Junior
Honor Society at Arnold
Schools held a fundraiser for
the project with “Break The

Rules Day” where staff and stu-
dents were encouraged to
break a rule at the school, such
as teachers wearing shorts or
students wearing hats in ex-
change for a donation. They
raised more than $650 that day.

Seeing his project come to
fruition has been fulfilling for
Eli. 

“I always knew it would kick
up and people would donate,”
said Rogers. “We were prepared

to have a limited sign-up, but
we didn’t want to do that.”

There is a bit of paperwork
left to complete for the Postal
Service, but Rogers hopes to
have the books available for
Custer County in April or May.

Rogers knows he couldn’t
have gotten this far with his
project without the help of Dai-
ley to set up the bank account
and Badgley for “putting up
with me.”

But Badgley says the credit all
goes to Rogers. “I think people
should know how hard Eli
worked to get this set up,” she
said.

Donations for the project can

be sent to the Arnold Commu-
nity Foundation, c/o Central
NE Interact Club, 508 N Walnut
St., Arnold, NE 69120 and in-
clude “Interact’s Dolly Project”
or dropping them off at First
State Insurance in Arnold. 

Donations can also be made
online at www.nebcomm-
found.org and searching
“Arnold Community Fund”
and including the designation
of “Imagination Library Fund”
or the Dolly Parton Imagina-
tion Library website at
www.imaginationlibrary.com/
usa and donate to the Custer
County, Nebraska project.

Blood Drive March 13

See Blood Drive, Page 2

Donate blood to help patients in need and give 
students a chance at scholarships

blood program.
Donating blood is one of the

simplest things a person can do
to help save a patient’s life. In
about an hour, a blood donor
can help accident and burn vic-
tims, heart surgery patients
and transplant recipients, and
those receiving treatment for
cancer or sickle cell disease.


