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A new aluminum door was in the process of being installed on the south side of
the high school Friday of last week. At this stage, all but a couple of the exterior
doors on school grounds had yet to be replaced, with controlled access in the early
stages. - Debbie Connelly photo

New Doors Project Paves Way for
Controlled Access at School

Arnold Public School
is on its way to becom-
ing a controlled access
facility. Installation of
new aluminum doors on
the main building and
hollow-frame steel doors
on the shop building has
been taking place over the
past few weeks. At the end
of last week, the last two
doors were going in, and
within a couple of weeks,
all doors at the school will

have controlled access
technology.

Superintendent Joel
Morgan said the main
purpose of the project is
to make sure all of the
school’s exits are secured.
Once the technology is
set up, all staff and stu-
dents in Grades 6-12 will
have ID badges that will
serve as their key card
access. Access time will
be restricted for students

to the scope of the school
day. Fire and rescue, the
sheriff’s office, and state
patrol will also be issued
ID badges to allow them
access.

“We’ll know who is com-
ing into the building at
set times and if doors
are being propped open.
Basically, we’ll be setting
the time when people can
utilize their keycard for
access,” he said.

The school has added an-
other set of double doors
inside the main entrance,
where they will be buzzed
in by the office. If no one
is available, visitors will
also be able to communi-
cate through a video in-
tercom to gain access.

The total cost of the
project is right around
$160,000.00. The school
received an $83,000.00
safety and security grant
to offset the cost, and the
remainder was paid out
of special building funds
that were already in the
account.

Junk
Jaunt Is
Coming

Another Arnold vendor
has signed up for the Junk
Jaunt, making a total of
12 in town that will be

School Enrollment Remains Steady

One-hundred-eighty five
students are enrolled in
Grades K-12 at Arnold
Public Schools for the
2024-2025 vyear - the ex-
act number enrolled at
this same time last year.
The total number of pre-
schoolers is 20 - up five
from last year.

Following are the num-
ber of boys and girls in
each grade and their total:

Elementary
Kindergarten

GirlS.uueeieiiieeiiieeeeceeees 4
BOYS e, 6
Total..covveeeieeeeeeeeiiennns 10

First Grade
BOYS e, 12
GirlS.uueeieeiieeeiieeeeeeeeeas 5
Total..covveeeeeeieeeeeireeens 17

Second Grade

BOYS e, 9
GirlS.uueeeeeeeiieeeeneeeeee. 11
Total...ccovveveeeeeeeeeeiiieees 20
Third Grade
BOYS e, 8
GirlS.uueeeeeiieeecieeeeeeeeeen, 5
Total...ccovveveeeeeeeeeeiineees 13
Fourth Grade
BOYS et 6
GirlS.uueeeeeiieeecieeeeeeceeene 7
Total...ccovveveeeeeeeeeeiiieees 13
Fifth Grade
BOYS e, 5
GirlS.uueeeeeieeeecieeeeeeeee, 6
Total...ccovveveeeeeeeieeiiienes 11
Total Elementary
BOYS e, 44
GirlS.uueeeeieeiieecieeeeee. 40
Total...ccovveveeeeeeeeeeiiieees 84
High School
Sixth Grade

270 )74 7
(€1 4 TN 9
Total...coooveveeeieeeieeiinnes 16
Seventh Grade
27074 7
GIrlS ., 8
Total...cooovevieeeeeeieeiiinnes 15
Eighth Grade
BOYS e, 10
GIrlS ., 7
Total...cooovevieeeeeeieeiiinnes 17
Freshmen
27074 7
GIrlS ., 7
Total...cooovvvieeieeeieeeiinnes 14
Sophomores
27074 4
(€1 4 1N 9
Total...ccoovvveeeieeeieeeiinnes 13
Juniors
BOYS v, 8
(€21 4 1N 5

Fundraising
Continues for
Veterans Memorial

If all goes as planned, organizers of Arnold’s Veter-
ans Memorial project are planning to pour cement this
week on a plot located at the intersection of Highway
92 and 40. Once complete, the memorial will be visible
to all traffic coming through town.

Twenty percent of the $125,000.00 project goal has
been raised through private donations so far, and it is
hoped that more support will be shown in the coming
days and weeks to see the project come to fruition.

A fundraiser thermometer (pictured below) will keep
everyone up to date as more donations come in.

participating beginning $125,000 —
this Thursday, September —
26, through Saturday, Sep- —
tember 28. —
The late registration —
comes from  Travis =
Brohman, who will be —
having a sale at 905 N —_—
Carroll. All other vendors =
and a map were listed in =
last week’s issue. —
During the three days =
of the Nebraska Junk —
Jaunt, Arnold will see an —
influx of “junkers” com- L —
ing through town to stop =
at the vendor locations —
on their way to the main —
loop. —
1K) 71 E R 13 Goal
Seniors
BOYS vt 4
GirlS..oviiiiieeiieeeieeceeees 9 Fundraising Geal Thermemeter
TOtal. ..o, 13 | e
Total High SChOOl E’ FUNDRAISING BRICK
BOYS .o, 47
GIrlS..cceeeeeeeeieeeiieeieens 54
J 0] 71 E R 101
Preschool
(2 Year Out)
GIrlS..ccvveeeieeeieeieeeieees 4
BOYS .o, 11
Total....cceveveeriieeieeenn 15
(1 Year Out)
GIrlS..ccveeeeeeieeieeeieees 4
BOYS v 1
Total...cccveevvieeeeeieeeieenne 5
Total Preschool
GIrlS.cocvveeieeeieeieeeieees 8
BOYS .o, 12
Total....cceeeeveenieeeieeenn 20

Arnold Veterans Memorial

Fundralsmg Goal

Donations as of 9-16-24: Brad Conner, $100; Todd Miller,
$100; Cal Joy, $1,000; North Platte Kubota, $100; Don Olson,
$2,500; Olson Acres, $500; J. Hunter, $1,000; Marcia Hill, $100;
Jean (Hagler) Byczek, $500; W. Jensen, $500; Al Bishop, $500;
Class of 1964, $750; Blowers Farms, $1,000; Charles Blowers,
$1,000; Brad Atkins, $250; Stanley Pearson, $100; Lyle Suhr,
$200; Mike Harvey, $3,000; Pinnacle Bank, $1,000.

Donations to the Veterans Memorial project
may be made at Pinnacle Bank, given to any Legion
member, or mailed to: Mike Harvey,

PO Box 69, Arnold NE 69120.

For more information,
call Mike Harvey at 308-530-1065.

$26,207

Progress

School Utilizes Dogs to Benefit Students, Staff

Superintendent Joel Morgan introduces Arnold School’s new therapy dogs to pre-
schoolers last week. - Courtesy photo

Two furry friends can be
found resting in Super-
intendent Joel Morgan’s
office these days, but only
when they’re not at work.
Annie, a 4-year-old Gol-
dendoodle, and the yet-
to-be-named 3-month-old
Bernedoodle puppy, will
be serving all of Arnold
Schools as what is known
as therapy dogs. They join
a growing number of dogs
in the U.S. that are being
used in many different
settings to help their hu-
man counterparts.

“It’s something that we
brought up around three
years ago at board meet-
ings. We looked at differ-
ent companies and differ-
ent options, and were on
a waiting list, but nothing
happened,” said Mr. Mor-
gan.

Sadly, last winter, Mr.
Morgan had to put his
own 15-year-old dog down.
He decided to go a differ-
ent route and find one
for home and to utilize at
the school and began re-
search on hypoallergenic
dogs that have little to no
shedding. Doodle-mixes
popped up as breed most
frequently used.

“lI originally went in
thinking I was only go-
ing to get a puppy, but the
owner also had Annie,
who needed re-homed,
She thought Annie would
be a good fit,” he said.

The dogs spent last week
getting adjusted to the
school’s surroundings.
The puppy, who is around
15 1bs., and Annie, at 30-
35 1bs., arrived at school
in the morning with Mr.
Morgan and followed him
around the buildings,
and Kkids stopped into his
office to say hello during
the day. The dogs were
also seen running around
the school with secretary
Heather Hagler.

In the coming weeks

and months, the dogs will
work closely with stu-
dents to help them grow
both academically and
behaviorally. This will be
done in classroom settings
and scheduled one-on-one
times with students. Mr.
Morgan, who will be the
primary handler, said the
kids are pretty excited.

“We’ll be thinking about
which students will bene-
fit the most from this, and
we’ll learn that others
can also benefit. I'd like to
see them be a part of our
students’ lives in as many
ways as possible. The
dogs can have an impact
on anybody on any given
day,” he said.

school:

itive interactions

+ Physical:

Benefits of having a therapy dog at

+ Cognitive: Companionship with a dog stimulates
memory and problem-solving

« Social: A dog provides a positive mutual topic for dis-
cussion; encouraging responsibility, wellbeing and pos-

« Emotional: A dog at school improves self-esteem, ac-
ceptance from others, lifts mood, can help teach com-
passion, empathy, and respect for others
Interactions with a furry friend reduces
blood pressure, provides tactile stimulation and often
provides motivation to complete tasks




