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Community 
Calendar

JULY 31 - Rotary Club meeting, Methodist Church, 
6:30 p.m.

AUGUST 1 - Bible study & fellowship, Riverview 
social room, 2:00 p.m.

AUGUST 5 - Domestic Abuse Crisis Center Support 
Group, 2:30 p.m., 425 S 7th, Broken Bow. 

MOMMY & ME: Every � ursday, Finch Memorial 
Library, 4:00 - 4:30 p.m.
FARMERS MARKET: Every � ursday, downtown 
Arnold, 7:30 - 10:00 a.m.
STORY HOUR: Every Friday, Finch Memorial 
Library, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.
HORSESHOE PITCHING: Every Saturday, Old Mill 
Park, 7:00 p.m.

Brought to 
you by...

JOE BOB ATKINS
102 CEDAR STREET ARNOLD, NE 

(308) 848-2215
E-mail: joebob@arnoldins.com

“COME SEE OUR FAMILY TO 
TAKE CARE OF YOURS”

Historical Snippets
Shared by David Leach

for the Arnold Historical Museum

GOING VISITING

About a year ago, we began sharing stories of  the 
Schmitz family who settled 13 miles east of  Arnold in 
1884.  Community was extremely important to the set-
tlers and we want to backtrack a bit in our story and 
share more about the community spirit of  the home-
steaders.
One of  our early stories told of  Bertha [age 11] and 

Edward [age 6] deciding to search out other home-
steaders and discovering the High family.  The Schmitz 
and Wardrobes (Ann’s parents and brother) had been 
isolated and alone since arriving at their homestead 
and they were overjoyed to learn they had neighbors 
nearby.  
Some time later, “it occurred to Ann that she had 

nothing to do.  The washing, ironing and mending had 
been done for the week, her house was clean as it could 
be made and she had time on her hands…
“…A happy thought popped into her head – she would 

go calling.  She was hungry for contact with other 
neighbors …
“… An hour later, she was dressed and ready to start…
“The sense of  freedom that she felt as she glided over 

the path made by the children was sweet…
“She turned from the lagoon and walked leisurely 

along the trail that led to the High homestead.  As she 
came in full sight of  the layout it reminded her of  a 
budding village.  There was the tall derrick described 
by Bertha, the same sprawling, sod house, a sod horse 
stable, the hay shed … and a crew of  workers at the 
well…
“Mrs. High didn’t wait till Ann reached the group, but 

rushed to meet her.  ‘Hello,’ she called in true western 
fashion, extending her hand.  ‘Mrs. Schmitz, I dare 
say – mother of  those bright children, Bertha and Ed-
ward.’ …
“‘Welcome …,’ she said slipping an arm around Ann’s 

waist.
“‘Oh, thank you, -- and too I want to thank you for 

your kindness to Bertha and Edward.  My desire to tell 
you how much your thoughtfulness was appreciated is 
partly what brought me here.  The children are still 
talking about it.’
“‘Oh, it was such a wonderful experience – seemed as 

if  those two had dropped from the heavens.’
“By this time they were at the well and Ann was in-

troduced to all present…
“They greeted Ann enthusiastically, talked and 

laughed as though she were an old acquaintance.”
(Call of  the Western Prairie, pp. 73-75)

****
The earlier stories can be accessed by paging through 

the old posts on the Facebook page of  the Arnold Area 
Historical Museum.

Here are more books for your summer reading plea-
sure:
I Must Betray You by Ruta Sepetus
Romania, 1989. Communist regimes are crumbling 

across Europe. Seventeen year old Cristian Florescu 
dreams of  becoming a writer, but Romanians aren’t 
free to dream, they are bound by rules and force. A his-
torical thriller that examines the little known history 
of  a nation defined by silence, pain, and the unwaver-
ing conviction of  the human spirit.
Mother of  Pearl by Melinda Haynes
This novel is set in the back country of  Mississippi in 

the late 1950s. The story revolves around twenty-eight-
year-old Even Grade, a black man who grew up an 
orphan, and Valuable Korner, a fifteen-year-old white 
girl who is the daughter of  the towns lady of  the eve-
ning and an unknown father.
The Debutante’s Code by Erica Vetsch
A historical Regency romance with the twist of  a 

mystery, very entertaining. A young woman discov-
ers her parents are spies and decides to follow in their 
footsteps, navigating the dangerous world of  espio-
nage while keeping her activities hidden from her 
friends and suitors.
Close To You by Kara Isaac
Allison Shire a disgraced academic who it done with 

love and an entrepreneur, Jackson Gregory, who is 
chasing his future, find themselves thrown together 
and falling in love on a Tokien tour of  New Zealand.
The Wife Upstairs by Rachel Hawkins
A great contemporary twist of  the Gothic classic 

Jane Eyre. Meet Jane. Newly arrived to Birmingham, 
Alabama, Jane is a broke dog-walker in a gated com-
munity. But her luck changes when she meets Eddie 
Rochester. Recently widowed, Eddie is a mysterious 
resident of  Thornfield Estates’. This novel flips the 
script on a timeless tale of  forbidden romance, ill ad-
vised attraction, and a wife who just won’t stay buried.

********
There are still several weeks of  Lego Fridays left. K-6 

students are invited to the library to build Legos and 
use their imagination. The Legos are provided by the 
library. With school starting we will stop Legos on Fri-
day and begin Story Hour starting in September.

********
We will be getting ready for our fall book sale to be 

held in September the weekend of  Junk Jaunt. The li-
brary will accept donations for the book sale. 

********
A reminder of  library hours:  
Monday 8:30-1:00
Tuesday 1:00-5:30
Wednesday 3:30-8:00
Thursday 1:00-5:30
Friday 8:30-1:00

Happy 104th Birthday!Happy 104th Birthday!
Mildred Smith will celebrate her 

104th birthday on August 9 
with a card shower.

Please send greetings to: 
Linden Court

4000 W Philip Ave Room #105 
North Platte, NE 69101

Everyone must have their sign up sheet turned in by Friday, August 8,
to receive meals for the weeks shown above. We will only be making 
meals for those who have signed up. 
NO EXCEPTIONS. � ere will be NO same day call in orders, you must 
have the sign up sheet turned in. Meals can be eaten in the dining room 
or taken to go.

 August 12 - 22
Senior Meals Menu

12

Spanish Rice 
& Beans

13 14 15

Fried
Chicken

Pot
Roast

Turkey
Sandwich

Fried
Chicken

19 20 21 22
Stu� ed
Peppers

Ham ‘N
Au Gratin
Potatoes

Fish
Tacos

25% OFF
        • Fl� als 
        • G� den Utensils & G� den Stakes
        • All Summ
  Dec� 

Aug. 1-16

Store Hours: 
Tuesday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Summ�  Sale

Jeani L. Davenport, age 
65, passed away on July 
23, 2025 at her home in Mc-
Cook, NE.  Born on March 
12, 1960, to James C. and 
Sherry L. (Hircock) Dav-
enport in North Platte, 
NE, Jeani was the second 
of  nine children.
Jeani attended school in 

Arnold, where she played 
the clarinet, was part of  
the team that won the 
state FFA Range Judging 
Competition, and gradu-
ated in 1978. She was bap-
tized and confirmed at St. 
Agnes Catholic Church, 
where she was a member.
Jeani spent her child-

hood on the family farm 
southeast of  Arnold.  
She enjoyed working on 
the farm/ranch and was 
the key component to 
the highly successful AI 
program by keeping de-
tailed records.  She and 
her horse, Pinky, were 
experts at sorting and 
moving heifers in open 
pasture and they partici-
pated in 4-H together, fly-
ing around the poles and 
barrels.
Her young adulthood 

found her living in Okla-
homa, Texas, and Colora-
do working various jobs.  
She then moved back to 
Arnold and worked on 
the farm and at the Mod-
el Café.  Jeani earned her 
Medical Lab Technician 
certificate in 1991 and 
worked in the eastern 
part of  Nebraska.  She 
took great pride in pro-
viding expert care to her 
patients and protecting 
their rights.
In her later years, she 

moved back to Arnold 
where she lived with her 
sister, Julie, and broth-
er-in law, Randy, and ded-
icated herself  to growing 
a large garden, canning, 
and caregiving for several 
Arnold residents.  Jeani 
spent her final years in 
McCook working at the 
hospital until she retired 
in 2020.
Jeani was a fiercely in-

dependent woman who 
wasn’t afraid to speak her 
mind.  She drove as if  the 
left lane on the interstate 
“belonged” to her, much 

to the horror of  any pas-
sengers. She had a “need 
for speed” and had many 
cherished cars over the 
years, the final one a 
Chevy Camaro SS. 
She was tough on the out-

side but had a soft heart. 
One of  her greatest joys 
were her nieces and neph-
ews.  She always spent 
time shopping for them 
and got so excited watch-
ing them open their gifts.  
She was always a cat lov-
er and her cats, Tipsy and 
Gypsy, gave her comfort 
and companionship in 
her final years.
Jeani was preceded in 

death by her parents, 
James and Sherry Daven-
port; her grandparents, 
Darrel and Freda (Bow-
ers) Hircock, Orville and 
Mary Davenport, and 
grandmother, Lola (Bean) 
Davenport; sisters, Joni 
Claymon and JoDee Kim-
ball; brothers, Michael 
and Jimmy Davenport; 
and nephew, Andrew 
Claymon.
Left to cherish the mem-

ories she gave us are her 
siblings, Julie (Randy) 
Bailar, Dan Davenport, 
Jennifer (Jeff) Drey, and 
Jacque (Ryan) Porter; 
Aunts Marlene Flodman, 
Lavilla Estabrooks, and 
Deanna Morgan, as well 
as many nieces, nephews, 
and a host of  relatives and 
friends.
Memorials to family for 

future designation.
Family will be gathered 

at Arnold Recreation 
Area on August 2nd start-
ing at 2:00 pm, to celebrate 
Jeani’s life.  Please stop by 
for memories, photos, and 
fellowship.  Bring a lawn 
chair and enjoy some 
snacks and drinks.

Jeani L. Davenport
1960-2025

Obituary

1792 - Cornerstone laid for the first US government 
building, the US Mint in Philadelphia.
1809 - First practical U.S. railroad track, made of  wood 

and designed for horse-drawn cars, is laid in Philadel-
phia.
1849 - American engraver Benjamin Chambers pat-

ents breech loading cannon.

Today In History

E-Mail the Sentinel at
 arnoldsentinel@gpcom.net


