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Community 
Calendar

DECEMBER 18 - Rotary Club meeting, Methodist 
Church, 6:30 p.m.

DECEMBER 19 - Bible study & fellowship, River-
view social room, 2:00 p.m.

DECEMBER 23  - Domestic Abuse Crisis Center 
Support Group, 2:30 p.m., 425 S 7th, Broken Bow. 

MOMMY & ME: Every � ursday, Finch Memorial 
Library, 4:00 - 4:30 p.m.

STORY HOUR: Every Friday, Finch Memorial 
Library, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Brought to 
you by...

JOE BOB ATKINS
102 CEDAR STREET ARNOLD, NE 

(308) 848-2215
E-mail: joebob@arnoldins.com

“COME SEE OUR FAMILY TO 
TAKE CARE OF YOURS”

Check

Out Our Holiday
Hours

Christmas Eve...............Closed @ Noon
Christmas Day...............Closed
New Year’s Eve...............Closed @ 3pm
New Year’s Day..............Closed

BOGO 1/2 OFF
On All Retail Products!

(of equal or lesser value)

Sale ends Dec. 31, 2025

KREATIVE EDGE
Phone: 308-848-2733 

115 W Arnold Ave.

Stop in during these dates and take 
advantage of GREAT DISCOUNTS on 

All Christmas Merchandise 
& Consuela Handbags

Dec. 23 & 24 - 30% Off
Dec. 26-Jan. 3 - 50% Off

Hours: Tues., Wed., Thurs., & Fri. - 8-5; Sat. 9-3

Karolyn Louise Lynch Duponcheel
1944-2025

Obituary

On December 22, 1944, 
Karolyn Louise Lynch 
was born in Callaway, Ne-
braska, as the first-born 
child of  Doris Shields 
and Lawerence Lynch, 
who at the time was 
fighting in the Battle of  
the Bulge with Gener-
al Patton’s Third Army 
Corps.  Living in the town 
of  Arnold, at the age of  
7, Karolyn went to live 
with her grandmother, 
Alvina Shields, who ran 
the kitchen at the Arnold 
Sale Barn, while her three  
sisters, Kitty, Kathy, and 
Linda, remained with her 
parents.   Karolyn would 
aid her Grandma each 
day with the production 
of  pies and cookies, and 
perform many other du-
ties related to running 
the kitchen.   During the 
following years, Alvina 
taught her the value of  
hard work, doing a job 
right, treating others like 
you would want to be 
treated, as well as, hon-
esty, integrity, and other 
aspects of  character that 
she exhibited through-
out her life.   Having been 
taught by her Aunt Lois 
to read at the age of  2-1/2, 
Karolyn spent much of  
her spare time reading 
and was known by the 
librarian at the Arnold 
Public Library as having 
read virtually every book 
in the library. During 
these formative years, 
Karolyn became passion-
ate about caring for oth-
ers and for her communi-
ty.   Soon after graduating 
from Arnold High School, 
she became the youngest 
President of  the National 
Young Republicans Orga-
nization.   This organiza-
tion brought her to Wash-
ington D.C., where she 
recalled fondly the time 
that she met President 
Nixon, literally bumping 

into the president as she 
turned around to head 
out the door as the presi-
dent was coming in. Star-
tled, the president stated, 
“Well, hello young lady.”
Karolyn earned her Mas-

ters Degree from Kearney 
State, where she met her 
future husband, Richard 
Duponcheel. They were 
married three days af-
ter their graduation and 
departed for the island 
of  Guam only two days 
later, where they would 
start their careers as ed-
ucators. Karolyn abso-
lutely loved the island of  
Guam, where she spent 
the next 23 years serving 
the residents of  Guam as 
a teacher and principal of  
George Washington High 
School and Simon San-
chez High School where 
she was able to touch the 
lives of  thousands of  chil-
dren.   She was universal-
ly loved for her work ethic, 
professionalism, passion, 
empathy, kindness, and 
skills as a moderator.   She 
volunteered for many of  
the most challenging ex-
tra-curricular activities, 
such as, managing the ed-
ucational process for the 
school, advising school 
and student clubs/class-
es, and organizing class 
trips to countries like 
Japan, with 300 students 
in tow.  Her incredible in-
tellect allowed her to run 
a school with 2,000-plus 
students, raise a family, 
and continue with her 
education, earning a Doc-
torate in Educational Law 
from the University of  
Oregon, where her profes-
sor noted that she was the 
only student he had ever 
know that had written 
her entire thesis by hand, 
with no corrections. Her 
degree helped to make 
her a power-house in the 
Guam Department of  

Education system where 
she ran some of  the larg-
est schools on the island, 
positively influencing 
the lives of  so many, and 
ultimately earning the 
coveted Governor’s Life-
time Achievement Award. 
She was even asked by 
the Governor to lead the 
Guam Department of  Ed-
ucation but declined the 
offer as she did not want 
to give up her close per-
sonal contact with stu-
dents, staff, and faculty at 
the schools. Karolyn often 
recalled that her years 
on Guam were some of  
the best times of  her life, 
having made life-long re-
lationships, thoroughly 
enjoying the people, her 
work, the island itself, 
and the many cultures 
that one could experience 
while living there.  During 
her time on Guam, Karo-
lyn gave birth to her two 
sons, Lawerence and Dan-
iel, raising them with the 
same love, compassion, 
and influence of  charac-
ter that her Grandmother 
had taught her. 
After retiring from Gov-

Guam, Karolyn and fam-
ily moved to Oregon for 
a short bit, but decided 
to move back to Arnold, 
to be closer to her mom 
and the rest of  her family.   
She soon took on the job 
of  principal of  Ainsworth 
High School, where she 
continued to make many 
life-long friendships and 
make a difference in peo-
ple’s lives for another six  
years, earning a second 
retirement from the Ne-
braska Department of  Ed-
ucation. 
Karolyn really was a life-

time achiever, not only in 
the world of  education, 
but as a by-product of  her 
personal passions, such 
as her life-long work in 
support of  the American 

Legion, Genealogical/
Historical societies, the 
Arnold Alumni Associ-
ation, the American Red 
Cross and many other en-
tities who were making a 
difference in the world.
Left to cherish her mem-

ory are her sister Kitty 
(Bill) Vogel, step-brothers 
Duane (Carolyn) Bowers, 
Glen (Kathy) Bowers and 
Gary (Linda) Bowers, her 
sons Lawerence (Carrie) 
and Daniel Duponcheel, 
granddaughters Dolores 
and Danielle Duponcheel, 
and many other extended 
family and friends. 
A memorial service will 

be held Saturday, Decem-
ber 20, 2025, at noon at the 
Arnold Community Cen-
ter with Father Michael 
Pampara officiating. 
Burial will occur at later 
date.
Memorial donations are 

suggested to the Arnold 
Historical Museum, the 
American Legion Post 
130, the Arnold Alumni 
Association, the Arnold 
Community foundation, 
or to the family for an 
organization they will se-
lect.
Condolences may be 

shared at Box 4, Arnold, 
NE 69120. Carpenter Me-
morial Chapel of  North 
Platte is in Charge of  ar-
rangements.

Claus Files
Continued from page 1.

Pole Heist.” Narrators 
Bridger Teahon and Uri-
ah Schweitzer delivered 
the commentary, as the 
following cast acted out:
Elves: Kalem Kramer, 

Quinlee Weinman, Kate 
Kulp, Charlea Fletcher, 
Carlos Melendez, Klara 
Baldwin, Aubry Corbin.
Santa Claus: Bo Dailey.
Mrs. Claus: Scout Evans.
Detective Frost: Weston 

McMichael.
Detective Tinsel: Cora 

Leetch.

Officer Holly: Peyton Re-
coy.
Officer Garland: Jewel 

Witthuhn.
Reindeer: Brock Samu-

elson, Kirby Viter, Jayda 
Jordan, Parker Neth, Zo-
elle Tickle, Harold Stub-
blefield II, Braxton Nan-
sel, Chauncey Payne.
Frosty the Snowman: 

Quade Dailey.
Gingerbread Man: Con-

nor Pelster.
Jack Frost: Paisley 

Brown.

James Leonard of  Hol-
drege, Nebraska, passed 
away on December 10, 
2025.
Funeral services were 

held on Monday, Decem-
ber 15, 2025, at 2:00 p.m.,  
at Govier Brothers Chap-
el in Broken Bow. Burial 
followed in the Rose Hill 
Cemetery in Callaway. 
Govier Brothers Mor-

tuary is in charge of  
arrangements. Online 
words of  remembrance or 
condolences may be left at 
www.govierbrothers.com. 
James Dean Leonard 

was born on June 1, 1933, 
in Oconto, Nebraska, to 
Loren and Gladys (Smith) 
Leonard. The family 
moved near Callaway, 
where James attended 
and graduated from Call-
away High School. James 
was drafted into the Army 
and served in Korea.
On December 24, 1955, 

James married Donna 
Halouska in Broken Bow. 
In their young married 
years, they farmed at lo-
cations near Callaway, 
Broken Bow, Elwood, and 
Eustis, then moved to 

James Leonard
1933-2025

Obituary

Central City where James 
worked at the John Deere 
dealership. The couple 
later owned a John Deere 
dealership in Loup City; 
it closed in 1980. The cou-
ple moved to rural Elwood 
and then made their home 
in Holdrege.
James enjoyed farming, 

horses, hunting, and fish-
ing with his grandsons.
James was Baptized as 

an adult at the Lutheran 
Church in Eustis.
James was preceded 

in death by his parents, 
brothers Paul Leonard 
and Dan Leonard, sister 
and brother-in-law Lillian 
(Irvin) Whipple, in-laws 
Joe and Lela Halouska, 
and grandson-in-law Bill 
Stepanek.
James is survived by his 

wife Donna of  Holdrege, 
son Jim (Marcia) Leon-
ard of  Kearney, daughters 
Cheryl (Bob) Klausen of  
Rockville and Vicky (Bri-
an) Zabka of  Grand Is-
land, 7 grandchildren, 13 
great-grandchildren, and 
sisters-in-law Verna Leon-
ard and Glenda Leonard.

Following the house fire 
in Arnold on December 8, 
Fire Chief  Andrew Tick-
le released the following 
statement:
On December 8, 2025, at 

approximately 6:38 a.m., 
the Arnold Volunteer Fire 
Department was paged 
to a reported garage fire 
at 206 East 2nd Avenue, a 
single-family residence.
Upon arrival, firefight-

ers found the garage fully 
engulfed in flames, with 
fire extending into a por-
tion of  the home. Crews 
initiated an exterior at-
tack and worked to pre-
vent further spread. All 
members of  the family 
were able to exit the resi-
dence safely. At this time, 
the status of  a couple 
family pets remains un-
known.
Although parts of  the 

structure remain stand-
ing, the home and its con-
tents are considered a to-
tal loss. The cause of  the 
fire is believed to be elec-
trical in nature, though 

the investigation is ongo-
ing. 
Mutual aid was provided 

by the Stapleton and Cal-
laway Fire Departments. 
Additional assistance 
came from the Custer 
County Sheriff ’s Office 
and the Nebraska State 
Fire Marshal’s Office. 
Thank you for your help.
The Arnold Volunteer 

Fire Department extends 
a sincere thank you to 
the community for the 
outpouring of  support, 
including supplies and re-
freshments for firefight-
ers on scene. Your kind-
ness and assistance never 
go unnoticed.
Our thoughts and 

prayers are with the af-
fected family as they navi-
gate the loss of  their home 
and belongings. Commu-
nity members who wish 
to support the family will 
find that several efforts 
and resources are being 
organized throughout the 
Arnold area.

Fire Chief Releases 
Statement on House Fire


